






MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF 
Dear community members and friends, 

On behalf of the men and women of the Grand Junction Police Department, it is my honor to present our 2024 
Annual Report. This year's report highlights the incredible efforts of our dedicated sworn and civilian personnel 
who serve the City of Grand Junction with integrity and professionalism and brings you the history of the GJPD. 

Reflecting on the past year, I am encouraged by the growth of our department and the significant initiatives we 
have planned for 2025. In 2024, The Grand Junction Police Department responded to 67,710 calls for service, 
over 5,000 additional calls compared to the previous year, with a notable rise in retail theft-related incidents. At 
the heart of our approach is the belief that the "little things" matter because they ultimately lead to meaningful, 
big-picture change. With this mindset, we prioritized addressing retail theft, intensifying efforts to curb criminal 
activity in gaming establishments, combating dangerous drugs, and enhancing traffic enforcement through 
focused surge operations. 

As our community continues to grow, so do the challenges of protecting and serving its residents. While we are 
still working toward ideal patrol staffing levels, I'm proud to share that our department welcomed over 20 new 
officers in 2024, including both new recruits and experienced lateral officers. Beyond building our sworn team, 
we expanded critical support divisions, including Municipal Park Rangers and the Co-Responder Unit. We know 
that recruitment and retention are key to sustaining exceptional service. We remain committed to providing top 
tier training opportunities and ensuring our pay and benefits remain competitive, reflecting the dedication of 
those who choose to serve. 

Looking ahead, 2025 brings exciting changes for our department and community. Among the most notable is 
the establishment of a new Animal Control Unit, following the restructuring of Mesa County Animal Services. In 
just six months, we have laid the foundation for a unit dedicated to education, customer service, and reuniting 
lost pets with their families. Additionally, we have added two officers to our Traffic Unit and created a new 
patrol team to enhance community safety and proactive policing efforts. 

None of these accomplishments would be possible without the unwavering support of City leadership, local 
public safety partners, businesses, and of course, our community. Together, we are building a safer, stronger 
Grand Junction. 

For me, Grand Junction has always been a special place, and after 25 years with the Grand Junction Police 
Department, I am still deeply proud to serve this incredible community. The men and women of the Grand 
Junction Police Department are what make this organization exceptional, and their commitment to serving this 
community inspires me daily. 

As we move forward into 2025, I want to thank you for your continued trust and support. We remain committed 
to being good stewards of your trust, delivering professional service, and making Grand Junction a community 
where everyone feels safe. 

Sincerely, 

Matt Smith - Chief of Police 
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Crime rates remain a focal point for the Grand Junction Police Department, with 
a strong focus on curtailing retail theft - a crime that impacts businesses and 

consumers alike. We continue to prioritize community partnerships and 
innovative policing techniques to address these challenges, working together to 

create a safer and more secure community for all. 

OFFENSES 2024 

Homicide 6 

Burglary 336 

Robbery 51 

Aggravated Assault (Includes Weapons Violations) 371 

Sexual Assault (Rape & Sexual Assault) 142 

Data is INCIDENT BASED, not summary (hierarchy) and cannot 
be compared to the data reportedfor the GJPD by the CBI or FBI. 
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Victim Services Volunteer, Laurel Walters 
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GJPD Records Specialist 
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Drone Operator -
Officer Holtz 



TRAN NG 
The Grand Junction Police Department places a high value on 
comprehensive training at all levels, ensuring that both sworn 
officers and civilian team members are well-prepared to serve the 
community effectively. 

Under Colorado Peace Officer Standards & Training (POST) Rule 
28, every Peace Officer is required to complete 24 hours of training 
annually, with at least 12 of those hours focused on perishable skills 
such as firearms, driving, and arrest control. POST Rule 2 4 further 
mandates critical trainings, including de-escalation, community 
policing, and anti-bias education. 

In 1993, the GJPD implemented a rigorous 40-hour annual In­
Service training for all sworn officers. This training, held each 
January through February exceeds POST standards and is 
completed alongside officers' regular work schedules. Additionally, 
the GJPD surpasses required training hours with specialized 
programs such as advanced firearms training, crisis intervention, 
drone operations, and bi-weekly SWAT training. 

Non-sworn members of the department also receive robust training 
throughout the year, including forensic investigations, emergency 
communications, Colorado Open Records compliance, and more. 

By prioritizing exceptional training for all staff, the Grand Junction 
Police Department demonstrates its unwavering commitment to 
excellence in public safety and community service. 
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#GJPD 

#servingGJ 

59,429 followers in 2024 
More than 20,000 new followers 
since 2023 

5,917 followers in 2024 

5,578 followers in 2024 

Social media is a powerful tool for the Grand Junction Police 
Department to build trust, share information, and engage with the 
community. It allows for real-time communication, highlighting our 
story, and promoting safety and transparency. By connecting directly 
with the public, social media fosters stronger relationships and helps 
keep our community informed and engaged. 

The Grand Junction Police Department was awarded by Government 
Social Media as one of five finalists for Best Facebook Presence by a 
Government Agency in the United States. In addition, the U.S. 
Department of Justice's Community Oriented Policing Services 
Division (COPS) awarded a photograph from the Grand Junction 
Police Department as one of 11 winning photos in 2024 for the COPS 
Community Policing in Action photo contest. 

Connect with us @grandjunctionpolicedepartment 
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JURISDICTION JURISDICTION 
SIZE POPULATION 

39.5 SQ MI LES 69,412 

...._____.__*____. 

PERSONNELTOTAL CALLS FOR SERVICE 
(GJPD ONLY) 130 SWORN 
67,710 1 0 7 CIVI LIAN 

PROPERTY &OPEN RECORDS 
EVIDENCE ITEMSREQUESTS 

COLLECTED
4,136 

21,077 

2024 GJPD BUDGET 

35.9 MILLION 

2024 GJRCC DISPATCH BUDGET 

9.2 MILLION 
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TOTAL BEHAVIORAL 0 r\ AVERAGE TIME SPENT 
HEALTH CALLS --- PER CALL 

1,504 1} 51.2 MINUTES 

TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY TOTAL VICTIM SERVICES 
VOLUNTEER HOURS HOURS ON CALL 

3,889 17,986.55 

PARKING TICKETS 
0 ISSUED 

10,208 

B== CODEENFORCEMENT 
El== CASES OPENED 

~~ 1,270 

GJPD INCIDENTS TOTAL REGIONAL 
DISPATCHED INCIDENTS DISPATCHED 

6 7, 71 0 ~----------------eol 159,640 

TOTAL CALLS HANDLED BY DISPATCH 

289,781 

TOTAL TRAFFIC CITATIONS ISSUED 

3,080 
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ALOOK BACKAT THE 
1882- The Grand Junction Police Department is 
established. 

1914- Police and Fire Departments move from 
the "Old City Hall" to the "New City Hall" at 6th 
Street & Colorado Avenue. 

1919- A red call light was installed on the top of 
the Grand Valley National Bank building, which 
was activated for officer assistance. 

1914 - GJPD, GJFD, City Hall, and Jail 

1923-The first traffic ordinance, #309, was enacted. 
1940-
Motorcycle1930- The first GJPD motorcycle officer, Officer Alfred 
OfficerGram, was hired. 
Mace 
Ingraham1940- A 500 watt one-way radio was developed to 

improve communication. 

1946- The first two-way radio and lights were installed 
in patrol vehicles. 

1949- The first camera was purchased for documenting crime scenes. 

1956- The GJPD purchased a Harger Drunkometer, an alcohol detection tool. 

1968-The Breathalyzer replaced the old Harger Drunkometer. 

1968- The first female 911 dispatcher, Virginia 
Evans, was hired by the Grand Junction Police 

1stfemale Department. She retired in 1994. 
dispatcher, 
Virginia 1970- The GJPD formally created the Detective 
Evans 

Bureau. 

1975- The GJPD's School Resource Program was 
initiated. 
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HISTORY OF THE GJPO "--- z 

. .. . 
I I 

1stfemale officer­
Officer Josephine Henson 

1975-The GJPD hired the first sworn female officer, 
Officer Josephine Henson. 

1982- First dedicated narcotics enforcement team created. 

1982- Mesa County Crime Stoppers created. 

1983-The Special Services Unit (SSU), now called SWAT, 
was created. 

1988- Ucca, the first GJPD K9, joins the department. 

1991- The Victim Assistance Program, now Victim Services, was established. 

1992- The GJPD started the Annual Shop with a 

- ---

Shop with 

Cop program, serving seven local students. The a Cop in 
1992 - OfficersGJPD now invites local law enforcement to 
Assenmacher &

participate in serving over 50 area fifth graders. 
Woloszczuk 

1998-The first official GJPD Traffic Unit is implemented, consisting of one 
sergeant, four traffic officers, and two civilian traffic service technicians. 

2003- The GJPD substation opened at Mesa Mall. 

2007-The Incident Dispatch Team (IDT), a mobile communications team, was 
created to respond to large incidents. In addition, the Everbridge Emergency 
Notification System was implemented. 

2012-The new GJPD building opened at 555 Ute 
Avenue. 

2018-The GJPD Co-Responder Unit was created. 

2019- Body worn cameras are utilized by the 
GJPD.

IDT vehicle 

2021- The GJPD created the Unmanned Aerial System or drone program. 

This information was verifi.ed through news articles 45
and department historian, Corporal Genova. 

https://verifi.ed


I 
----

The Grand Junction Police Department Animal Control Unit will begin 
addressing animal control issues within the City of Grand Junction in 
January 2025, following a restructuring of Mesa County Animal 
Services operations. The GJPD Animal Control Unit will be committed 
to providing a top-tier Animal Control Unit focused on education, 
excellent customer service, and the reunification of lost animals with 
their owners. 

With the number of sworn 
personnel closer to budgeted 
levels, the GJPD Traffic Control 
Unit will grow by two officers in 
2025 to better meet the needs of 
the community. This team will be 
dedicated to traffic enforcement 
and response to traffic crashes, 
while also enhancing community 
safety and proactive policing 
efforts. 
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Logan Martin Brett Boyer 

Sergeant Sergeant 

Jordan De La Torre Micah Conrads 
Corporal Corporal 
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GflaYricl Junction 
C O L O R A D 0 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

555 Ute Avenue 
Grand Junction, CO 81501 

911 for Emergencies 

Non-Emergency Dispatch 970-242-6707 

All other information 970-549-5000 
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